In order to evaluate the diagnostic values of bronchoalveolar lavage (BAL) and transbronchial lung biopsy (TBLB) in interstitial lung diseases, we made a retrospective study of a total of 43 patients all of whom underwent examinations for both conditions at the same time. In the BAL examination, fractional analyses of cell differential counts were applied to the first 30m/ lavage (FBAL-I, bronchial lavage) and to the following 50 m/ aliquot of the second and third lavages (FBAL-II and-III, the latter supposedly alveolar lavage) lavages respectively. This technique revealed the unique characteristics of bronchial and alveolar inflammations ina separate data and this is assumed to be a precise reflection of the pathogenesis of interstitial lung diseases.
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